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Example Regenerative Plan Template for Vineyards 
This document is an example of a completed Regenerative Plan Template—a core requirement  
of the Certified Regenerative by AGW programme. 

We send this example to applicants and enquirers to help explain what we mean by a “complete” 
Regenerative Plan. Please read this document before you start to complete the Regenerative Plan 
Template. It shows the type of information, level of detail, and evidence we are looking for. 

We hope it will help applicants avoid two of the most common problems we see: 

• Too little information: Information in the Regenerative Plan is too simple, vague or missing, so 
we can’t assess compliance with the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards. 

• Too much information: Large amounts of detailed text and/or supporting documents OR 
evidence with no indication of the standards they refer to and what actions they inform. 

This example shows what “good” Regenerative Plan can look like. However, it is not a model answer 
to copy and paste! Your Plan must reflect your own operation, risks, evidence, and actions. 

IMPORTANT: You must use the Regenerative Plan Template when writing and 
submitting your Plan. We cannot accept any other formats.  
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How to use this example 
1) Skim this example first to understand the level of detail we are looking for. 
2) Keep a copy of the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards open as you complete your 

Regenerative Plan Template. You’ll find Guidance Notes next to every standard. 
3) Work through section-by-section. Don’t jump around unless you’re collecting evidence 

(maps, test results, logs). 
4) For each section, ask: 

a. What’s the requirement in each standard? 
b. What’s my current practice? 
c. What are the risks (if any), and what am I doing about it? 
d. What will I monitor, and how often? 
e. What evidence can I provide (if needed)? 

5) Use short, specific answers. Avoid using long descriptive narrative where a short paragraph 
or bullets points would be clearer. 

6) Before submitting your Plan, run through the Progress Checklist at the front and make sure 
anything required is completed, referenced, and readable. 
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What you must do 
1) Read through the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards as you complete the 

Regenerative Plan Template: You will see that each standard includes guidance notes to 
explain what we are looking for—and why. This example Regenerative Plan is designed to 
help you by showing you what we are after. 

2) Answer the question being asked in each section: Where the Regenerative Plan Template 
asks for risks, objectives, monitoring, timescales, or evidence, we need those elements 
clearly set out—not just vague objectives or general background. 

3) Complete all relevant sections: Clearly mark any sections that are not applicable to your 
operation. If something doesn’t apply, say so briefly (e.g., “No irrigation on site”, “No 
pesticides used”, “Wild harvesting not carried out”). Try not to leave blank sections. 

4) Provide appropriate information and evidence: You don’t need to include pages of 
detailed reports or data. However, we do sometimes need supporting evidence. Use 
attachments, hyperlinks, photos, and filenames only where they strengthen what you’ve 
written—and label them so we can cross-reference them quickly.  
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What ‘appropriate information and evidence looks like 
  Too little (vague and lacks any risks, action or monitoring; not assessable): 

“We monitor soil health and reduce inputs.”  

  About right (risk is identified, with appropriate action and monitoring process): 

“We identified a soil erosion risk during heavy winter rainfall events on field XXXX. Objective: 
reduce erosion by establishing winter cover crops. Monitoring: visual observations at the same 
locations each winter; photos logged by date; review after Year 1.” 

  Too much (far too much detail and/or time consuming to assess): 

A 40-page, professionally produced report that does not use our Regenerative Plan Template. 
OR supporting documents and photos with no references to the specific standards they relate 
to and no explanation of what actions they inform.  

  A good rule of thumb to follow: 

Tell us what risks you’ve identified, what you’ve measured, what you’ll change (if needed), and how 
you’ll prove continuing progress.  
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Common mistakes 
We will return Regenerative Plans if… 

• The applicant has not used the Regenerative Plan Template. 
• The Plan was completed without referring to the relevant standard (and the guidance notes), 

so key requirements are missed or misunderstood. 
• The sections on soil, water, air and biodiversity explain what you do but do not sufficiently 

demonstrate ‘risk → action → monitoring → progress’. 
• Sections or tables are left incomplete or missing years/dates. 
• Supporting evidence is supplied but not referenced (e.g. electronic copies of soil analysis 

reports or photographs with no indication of the standards they refer to or what they show). 
• Maps are missing, or maps are unclear or don’t show the key features required. 

Strong plans usually include… 
• Clear “business context” (what you do, where, scale, history) written in plain English. 
• One or more specific risks identified (even on low-input systems), with a realistic objective  

and how you’ll measure success. 
• Baselines and targets that are measurable (numbers, dates, locations), not just intentions. 
• Monitoring that is practical and repeatable (e.g. the same locations each year, recorded  

in a log/spreadsheet, clear dated photos, etc.).  
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If in doubt, get in touch. We’re here to help! 

To review your plan efficiently and fairly, we need all required information, presented in 
a clear and consistent way. We designed the Regenerative Plan Template so everyone 
submits the same core information in the same format. It may look long, but it’s 
straightforward to complete and we don’t need lots of detail. It will also give you with a 
practical record and management tool to support your future planning. 

If key sections of the Plan are incomplete, unclear, or not aligned with the standards, 
we may return it for completion before we can continue the review. This will inevitably 
delay your application. 

If you’re unsure what applies to your operation or what evidence is needed, contact us. 
We would much rather answer your questions upfront than send a Plan back later. 

We hope you find this example Plan useful. Good luck with your application. 
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1 O
perator D

etails 

Section 1: Operator Details 

Name: Old Hills Winery 

 

Contact person: 
(if different from above) 

A Winemaker 

 

Business address: 
Please provide your  
official contact address, 
including zip/post code 
and country. 

Old Hills Winery, Drovers Lane, Andover, Hampshire, United Kingdom BR19 8HR 

 

Contact telephone: (44) 01948 552920 

 

Contact email: awinemaker@oldhillswinery.com 
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1 O
perator D

etails 

Total operation size 
(acres or hectares): 

45 acres / 18.2 hectares 

 
Is the Regenerative Plan for the whole farm or a specific scope*? (Tick one.) 

Whole farm ☐ Scope ☒ 

* Scope refers to the individual enterprises that your Regenerative Plan covers (e.g. specific fields, crops, or livestock 
enterprises). If you are unsure which box to tick, please contact us. 

 
If the Regenerative Plan is scope-based, list the different enterprises you want to certify: 

Only the vines grown across our 45 acre vineyard. We use our own grapes for making the Old Hills range of wines. 

List all products you sell, highlighting the ones you want to be Certified Regenerative by AGW: 

Ironstone Reserve (red), Wychwood Red (red), Old Chalk Reserve (white), Chalk Stream Blanc. All bottled as 
vintage.  
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1 O
perator D

etails 

If you sell processed products, describe the steps from leaving your holding to final packaging, 
and identify the company responsible at each stage. 

We only sell the two types of wines listed above. 

Please list any other certifications you hold (e.g. organic) and the certifying agent (certifier): 

None 

 

Is your business part of a network, cooperative, producer group, or similar? 

Yes ☐ No ☒ 

If yes, please describe (including numbers of operations involved): 

N/A 
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1 O
perator D

etails 

Background to your operation 

Please provide a short summary of your farm or business. If known, include some history of the 
land and how it was previously managed. Then describe your own farming practices—what 
crops you grow, any livestock you keep, your management practices, and the products you 
produce and sell. Finally, please list the main soil types on the farm. 
We started the vineyard in 2010, with more planting each year until 2015, when the full 45 acres was in. We built the 
winery on site in 2017, and that’s when we moved into full production. 
Roughly 20 acres are red (Rondo and Pinot Noir) for our ‘Sandy Lane’ red. The other 25 acres are white (Solaris, 
Bacchus, Pinot Noir and Chardonnay) for ‘Old Hills Blanc’. In a good year we bottle around 20,000 bottles. We only 
make wine from our own grapes. We don’t buy in fruit and we don’t produce for anyone else. 
When we bought the place in 2008, it was grassland that had been grazed by sheep for years. As far as we know, it 
hadn’t been ploughed for a long time. Even so, the soil wasn’t in great shape when we started planting vines. Most 
of the site is sandy loam, with a few patches that are more silty. Early soil tests showed the pH was fairly neutral, 
but what we saw in the ground didn’t look very healthy. There were few earthworms and not much obvious 
microbial activity. Organic matter was around 3.8-4% at that point. 
For the first 10 years or so, we farmed the vineyard in a fairly conventional way while the vines were getting 
established. We used artificial fertiliser to push growth, herbicides beneath the vines to keep things tidy and 
synthetic fungicides to prevent and control mildew. Between the rows it was mostly grass, kept short with regular 
mowing through the season. In 2020 we decided to change direction and adopt a more sustainable approach 
which we have detailed in the relevant sections. 
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1 O
perator D

etails 

[Optional only] Click on the individual icons below to upload up to SIX photographs that 
provide a general overview of your operation. Please ensure each image is 800KB or smaller. 
 

       
 

       

You may also want to supply photographs as evidence for specific sections of the Template— 
for example, in the soils section to show soil condition or actions you are taking. Please submit 
these as separate files or embed them in a referenced Word document with your application. 
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1 O
perator D

etails 

Maps 

Clear maps are essential to help us understand your operation and Regenerative Plan.  

Your maps should clearly show the following features so they can be easily identified at audit: 

 Boundaries. 
 High-risk areas. 
 Streams or watercourses. 
 Wooded areas. 
 Fields and field use. 
 Areas of special biodiversity (for any wild-harvested plant or fungi species). 
 Testing sites (areas of assessment or measurement). 
 Locations of buildings and residences (please include the exact number of buildings). 
 Locations of planned maintenance or restoration. 
 Historic buildings or sites of archaeological importance. 
 Protected sites. 

You can include hyperlinks to any mapping software you use. You can also supply maps via online links (e.g., Google 
Earth or Google Maps) or as PDF or Word documents. If you do not use mapping software, hand-drawn maps 
(saved as JPGs or PDFs) are also acceptable.  

If you have any questions about maps (including format), please get in touch. 
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1 O
perator D

etails 

Please enter map hyperlinks below (check to make sure we will have access): 
www.googlemaps.com/da95jah53h2ka0sl  
 
[NOTE: this is not a real hyperlink] 

 

Alternatively, please list the file names of all maps you will attach: 
Link to map provided above.  
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2 Soils
 

Section 2: Soils 
“Healthy soils are at the heart of regenerative farming. They not only provide essential nutrients 
for crops and livestock but also play a vital role in sequestering carbon, supporting biodiversity, 
and building resilience.” 

This section the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards explores how you currently manage your 
soils—and identifies opportunities for improvement. 
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.1: 

Soil Health and Risk Assessment 
This standard requires you to identify any risks to your soils and consider how these risks can be reduced  
or removed. For each risk identified, you must outline an appropriate action to mitigate it. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes provided in the standard, record any medium or high risks to soil in the 
Identifying Risk to Soils table below. (Add rows as needed.) 

NOTE: It is possible that no risks are identified. This will be reviewed in your audit. 
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2 Soils
 

Step 1: Identifying Risk to Soils  

Risk / Source Field Reference 
Risk Level  
High/Med 

Objective 
How will the 
objective be 

met? 

How will you 
measure 

progress? 
Timescale 

Soil erosion during 
storms in drier 
summers 

Across all vineyards High To continue to 
maintain soil cover 
to prevent soil loss 
and improve soil 
quality. 

To re-sow cover 
crops every 
season. Exploring 
drought-tolerant 
mixes. 

Monitor cover 
and take photos 
every season 

Ongoing 

Approx. 10 acres has 
heavier clay soil with 
poor infiltration and 
some compaction and 
occasional flooding 
lower in vineyard  

Top end of main (white 
grape) vineyard 

Medium To improve friability 
of clay soil by 
applying good 
quality compost 

Spread compost 
annually, 5t/ha 
across all 
vineyards and as 
mulch at base of 
vines 

Soil organic 
matter tests 
every 5 years 

10 years 
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2 Soils
 

Step 2: Next, complete the Summary of Assessment Results table below by adding results for the specific risk  
and year, as appropriate. 

Please note: You must complete the Summary of Assessment Results table if risks have been identified. 

Please attach any supporting evidence, such as soil analysis results, as either hyperlinks (paste links into the 
table) or PDF/Word files (paste the file name in table and remember to attach the document). 

Step 2: Summary of Assessment Results  

 

  

Risk/Source 
Monitoring 

Assessment 
Results – Year 1  
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 2 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 3 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 4 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 5 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 6 
Year: XXXX 

Photos of cover 
crops 

No erosion issues  
(See COVER CROPS 
2025.jpg) 

No issues  
(See COVER 
CROPS 2026.jpg) 

    

Soil Organic 
Matter tests in 
upper vineyard 

Average 6% 
(See SOM-TEST 
2025.pdf) 
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2 Soils
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.2:  

Soil Health Assessment 
This standard requires you to carry out a representative soil health assessment.  

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, select and measure two soil metrics from the three categories listed below. 
Indicate which tests you have chosen and summarise your findings in the Soil Health Assessment table below. 
Soil tests must be carried out at the same locations each time, which should be clearly and accurately marked  
on your operation maps. This ensures the data collected is reliable and provides a clearer picture of changes  
to your soil’s condition over time. 

Types of Testing: 

• Biological: For example, soil organic matter, earthworm counts, microbial biomass, or soil respiration test. 
• Chemical: For example, macro/micronutrients, Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC), and nitrate/nitrite/ 

ammonium levels. 
• Physical: For example, Visual Evaluation of Soil Structure (VESS), crumb structure, bulk density, or water 

infiltration rates. Compaction. 

NOTE: Soil testing results should reflect both soil type and historic management practices. You do not need to 
sample every field. Typically, sampling is focused on the fields with the greatest potential for improvement.  
If your soils are broadly similar, fewer results may be sufficient. Please contact us if you have any questions. 
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2 Soils
 

Step 1: Soil Health Assessment  

Location Assessment 
Category Assessment Detail: Date and weather Frequency Goal 

Upper vineyard Biological Earthworm counts April 2025 Every year 4-10 worms in 
the pit (150 
worms/m2) 

Upper vineyard 
(see INF 
marked on 
map) 

Physical Infiltration rate April 2025 Every year Under 3-5 mins 
/ 1 litre 
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2 Soils
 

Step 2: Next, complete the Summary of Assessment Results table below by adding results for the specific test  
and the year. 

Please supply any supporting evidence as either hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/Word files (paste the 
file name in table and remember to attach the document). 

Step 2: Summary of Assessment Results  

Assessment Result Baseline 

Year: XXXX 

Progress Result 

Year: XXXX 

Progress Result 

Year: XXXX 

Progress Result 

Year: XXXX 

Progress Result 

Year: XXXX 
Earthworm count 3 worms (about 75 

worms/m2) 
   

Infiltration rate 18 minutes / 1 litre    
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2 Soils
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.3: 

Tillage Practices 
This standard requires you to minimise soil disturbance through your tillage practices. Unnecessary or 
inappropriate tillage can degrade soil structure and long-term soil health. The aim is to reduce both the depth 
and frequency of soil disturbance over time. 

Step 1: Complete the Area Cultivated table below. Summarise the total area of land currently cultivated, including 
both primary cultivation (e.g. ploughing) and secondary cultivation (e.g. harrowing). 

Step 1: Area Cultivated  

 Year: 1 Year: 2 Year: 3 Year: 4 Year: 5 Year: 6 Year: 7 

Total area cultivated 
(indicate hectares or acres) 

No routine 
cultivation. 
Occasional 
targeted 
subsoiling 
only. 

      

What approximate percentage 
of your available cropping land 
does this represent? 

Negligible — 
targeted 
subsoiling 
only 
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2 Soils
 

Step 2: Record your current tillage practices in the table below. 

Step 2: Current Tillage Practices 

Crop or Cover Crop 1st Cultivation and Depth 2nd Cultivation or Drill 3rd Cultivation or Drill 4th Cultivation or Drill 

No routine cultivation. 
Occasional targeted 
subsoiling only. 

    

Weed control. We may 
lightly cultivate during 
hot periods to desiccate 
weeds before planting 
cover crops. 

1in (2-3cm) deep    
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2 Soils
 

Step 3: Using the Guidance Notes, explain any use of ploughing or deep cultivation and why it is necessary in the 
text box below. Note any opportunities to reduce the depth or frequency of cultivations in future. For example, are 
you planning to move towards min-till or no-till practices? If so, describe which methods you intend to adopt and 
how you will reduce soil disturbance over time. 

Step 3: Opportunities to reduce number and depth of cultivations 

We don’t do heavy or routine cultivations at all in the vineyard. We try to leave the soil alone as much as we can. If 
we spot compaction in certain bits (like water sitting in the row, or vines not rooting well), we will run a tine 
subsoiler down the inter-row only to about 10–12 cm (4–5 inches). It’s a fix for small problem areas and not 
something we do as a routine. Shifting to cultural controls for weeds and disease has meant more passes in 
recent seasons. We're working on getting that number back down. We’re also building up organic matter, and the 
soil is holding together better. We’re seeing fewer compacted patches than before. The plan is to use the subsoiler 
less and less, and ideally not at all in the next 5–10 years. We’ll keep an eye on it each year (spade in the ground, 
post-rain checks, how the vines look) and only step in when it’s genuinely needed. 
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2 Soils
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.4: 

Soil Erosion and Resilience 
This standard requires you to manage soils in ways that prevent erosion and build resilience. Poor soil 
management can lead to runoff, bare soil, standing water, and compaction, particularly after heavy rainfall. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, explain how your cropping, soil management, and local climate conditions are 
considered in preventing erosion and improving resilience. Record your approach in the text box below. 

NOTE: Even if erosion has not been identified as a medium or high risk, you must still detail the measures you 
use to prevent soil loss and maintain healthy, resilient soils. 

 
We aim to keep the ground covered year-round. There is always some green cover on the site, including beneath 
the vines, and we do not leave areas bare as a matter of routine. Most of the vineyard sits on a gentle slope, but 
we do not generally see runoff. After heavy rain we walk the rows and keep an eye out for any signs of soil 
movement, especially in the steeper spots. Overall, erosion risk here is low and keeping vegetation in place is a big 
part of that. 
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2 Soils
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.5: 

Building Soil Health and Fertility 
This standard requires you to manage soils in ways that improve and optimise soil structure, biological 
activity, and natural fertility. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes in the standard, explain how your management practices are improving and 
maintaining soil health. Try to link your positive practices to outcomes for soil structure, biological activity, and 
fertility. Record your approach in the text box below. 

 
We think soil organic matter is now building because we cut and mulch the interrow vegetation and apply 5t/ha of 
PAS 100 approved green waste compost. We also mulch every vine with a small amount of compost around the 
base. We apply this in May each year. Over time, this is helping to improve the soil as organic matter is worked into 
the top layer. We have been experimenting with compost teas for the past couple of years, applying them as foliar 
sprays usually twice in spring and early summer. We mix them on site. We're using them mainly to try to improve 
vine resilience to disease but we're still learning what works. We keep notes on when we apply and what we see 
afterwards so we can build up a picture over time. 
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2 Soils
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.6: 

Maintaining Year-Round Green Cover 
This standard requires you to ensure soils have living roots in place for at least 11 months of the year where  
the local climate allows. Maintaining continuous plant cover supports soil structure, fertility, and resilience. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how you manage non-cropping plants (e.g. cover crops) and 
undesirable plants (e.g. weeds). Are non-invasive species controlled mechanically or chemically? Do you have 
any invasive weeds, and if so, how are they managed? Record your approach in the text box below. 

 
Ground cover across the vineyard is mostly native grasses and forbs, including things like white clover and 
plantain. We have never reseeded any of it. Over time it’s actually become more diverse, partly because we don’t 
mow everything at the same time and we let plants flower and set seed. Getting on top of problem weeds like 
creeping thistle and nettle has helped as well.  
In a typical growing season we mow the inter-rows three times, or four times in a wet year when there’s more 
regrowth. We leave the cut material where it falls to break down. If we spot any problematic weeds, we deal with 
them as we go. That usually means pulling or digging by hand or cutting hard with a petrol strimmer. We see the 
odd sow thistle (we dig those out by hand) and occasional dock (usually strimmed). Beneath the vines, we usually 
apply glyphosate early in the season and then mow using specialist equipment and hand weed around the base 
of vines through the season. The aim is to keep the base reasonably clear without having to rely on herbicides but 
we will sometimes spot spray with glyphosate later in the season if things get beyond us. 
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2 Soils
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.7: 

Managing Crop Residues and Manures 
This standard requires that crop residues (such as straw) and manure are returned to the soil, unless they are 
used for livestock bedding or exchanged with other farms (e.g. manure for straw). 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes in the standard, explain how you manage crop residues and manures on your 
farm. Record your approach in the text box below. 

 
We leave crop residues like vine prunings and stripped leaves in the row alleys over winter. Once we start mowing 
in spring, that material gets mixed in with the cut vegetation and breaks down where it lies. The first mow is usually 
towards the end of May. 
We also leave stripped leaves later in the season and they break down in the same way, just a bit later. Grape 
pomace is taken off site after winemaking for processing. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.8: 

Compost Use and Management 
This standard requires that plant and animal waste is properly composted before use. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes in the standard, describe how compost is created and/or managed on your 
farm. Record your approach in the text box below, including what the compost is made from, where the materials 
come from, and how much compost is produced and used on site. 

 
As mentioned above, we use bought-in PAS 100 green waste compost. We apply it as a soil conditioner across the 
vineyard at 5 tonnes/ha and as a mulch around the base of each vine. We typically buy in around 70-90 tonnes 
each year from a local supplier. We do not make compost on site. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 2.9: 

Maintaining a Living Soil 
This standard requires that soils are managed as living ecosystems. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, explain how you encourage soil ecology above and below the soil surface—at 
both the micro level (e.g. mycorrhizal fungi) and macro level (e.g. earthworms). Outline whether you currently 
monitor soil ecology and, if so, describe your findings. If not, explain whether you plan to start monitoring and how. 
Record your approach in the text box below. 

 
Over the past five years we've generally been making fewer passes across the vineyard, though moving towards 
more cultural controls, mainly applying sulphur and copper for mildew, has pushed that back up a bit. Reducing 
compaction is still something we're actively working on, mainly through how we manage mowing and when we 
apply compost. 
The soil is looking better than it was. We're seeing more worm casts across the vineyard and worm numbers feel 
like they're up. When we dig, the soil looks more stable and crumbly than it used to, and we're starting to see 
fungal threads, which is encouraging. We think a lot of this is down to cutting back on agrochemicals and being 
more selective about sulphur use. That said, we know the number of passes we're still doing is a risk to this, and it's 
something we're keeping an eye on. 
We don't have a formal soil assessment process in place yet. From this year we're going to start doing VESS 
assessments and worm counts at fixed spots twice a year. 
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Section 3: Water 
“Sustainable water management is essential for resilient, regenerative farming. Agriculture’s 
reliance on water, particularly for irrigation can, if not managed correctly deplete resources. 
Poor farm practices can also cause water pollution.” 

This section of the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards explores how you currently manage 
your water resources—and identifies opportunities for improvement. 
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.1: 

Water Quality and Runoff Risk 
This standard requires you to identify any risks to water and consider how these risks can be reduced or 
removed. For each risk identified, you must outline an appropriate action to mitigate it. 
Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes provided in the standard, record any medium or high risks to water in the 
Identifying Risk to Water table below. (Add rows as needed.) 

NOTE: It is possible that no risks are identified. This will be reviewed in your audit. 
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Step 1: Identifying Risk to Water  

Risk / Source Field Reference 
Risk Level  
High/Med 

Objective 
How will the 

objective be met? 

How will you 
measure 

progress? 
Timescale 

Lower vineyard area 
can flood in high 
rainfall due to high clay 
at top end of vineyard 
but the impacts are low 

Infiltration test sites 
marked on map (see 
INF) 

Med Reduce run off and 
flooding risk 

Improve water 
infiltration in heavy 
clay areas 

Infiltration tests 
and visual 
observation 

5 years 
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Step 2: Next, complete the Summary of Assessment Results table below by adding results for the specific risk and 
year, as appropriate. 

Please note: You must complete the Summary of Assessment Results table if risks have been identified. 

Please attach any supporting evidence, such as water analysis results. This may include laboratory reports or 
visual evidence (e.g. photographs). You can provide hyperlinks (paste the link into the table) or PDF/image files 
(paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file). 

Step 2: Summary of Assessment Results  

 
  

Risk/Source 
Monitoring 

Assessment 
Results – Year 1  
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 2 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 3 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 4 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 5 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 6 
Year: XXXX 

Infiltration tes 
(See also Soil 
Assessment, 
Section 2)t 

18 minutes / 1 litre      
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.2: 

Buffer Zones for Water Protection 
This standard requires buffer zones to be established and maintained alongside all watercourses.  

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how you will establish (if necessary) and manage areas alongside 
water courses in the text box below.  

NOTE: A buffer zone is a strip of uncultivated land, including riparian areas, which helps prevent pollution from 
reaching the watercourse. 

 
We don’t have any watercourses running through the vineyard. We keep an uncultivated buffer strip along the 
lower southern boundary. It is three metres wide and we leave it uncut each year. It acts as a buffer for any 
surface runoff from the lowest part of the vineyard. The nearest watercourse is about 50 metres beyond this 
boundary, in neighbouring grassland. The site is gently sloping, with a drop of around 12 metres from the highest 
point to the lowest. Most of the vineyard faces south. Because the slope is shallow, any runoff is slow to move 
downslope. The soils are mainly sandy loam and soak up water well. We only tend to see noticeable surface run-
off during very heavy rainfall. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.3: 

Fertiliser and Pesticide Management 
This standard requires that no fertilisers or pesticides are applied to buffer zones, unless specifically required 
(e.g. to establish a particular plant mix). 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how you will meet this standard. Record your approach in the text box 
below. 

 
We don't use pesticides across the vineyard. For disease control we use elemental sulphur for powdery mildew 
and copper oxide for downy mildew, and only resort to synthetic fungicides when there's a significant risk to the 
vines. We try to keep applications to a minimum and time them based on weather conditions and what we're 
actually seeing on the ground. We won't spray in dry conditions when there's no real disease pressure. 
Over the last five years we've reduced our sulphur use by around 40%, mainly by managing the canopy better and 
being more targeted about when we spray. We're planning to keep bringing this down as our canopy 
management improves. 
On copper, we're applying well within the recommended limits and aim to reduce the number of applications 
each year as we get better at reading conditions early. We don't spray the buffer strip areas. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.4: 

Riparian Habitat Protection 
This standard requires that riparian habitats—areas of land alongside streams, rivers, or other watercourses—
are protected and maintained. Protecting them helps stop pollution, prevents erosion, and supports wildlife. 

Step 1: If your land contains watercourses, use the Guidance Notes to describe how riparian habitats are 
protected—for example, leaving natural vegetation, fencing livestock out of sensitive areas, or planting grass or 
tree buffer strips to stabilise banks. Please note any exemptions in the standards, if applicable. 

 
As mentioned above, we do not have any riparian habitats on our land. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.5: 

Efficient Water Use and Irrigation Management 
This standard requires that irrigation is managed efficiently to minimise water use and protect resources. 

Step 1: If your operation uses irrigation, use the Guidance Notes to describe how it is managed in the text box 
below. For example, you may monitor crop demand, select more drought-tolerant varieties, or use scheduling and 
weather forecasts to guide application. You might also outline any steps taken to improve soil water retention or 
reduce evaporation, such as mulching. 

 
We only irrigate during dry spells in summer when we need to. Water comes from the mains supply via a 
transportable sprinkler system. We go on what we can see in the vines, soil moisture checks in a few spots, and the 
weather forecast. We do short runs early in the morning and check again before doing any more. We keep a 
simple log of when we irrigate and where. We don't irrigate buffer strips or non-cropped areas. We've looked at 
rainwater capture from the winery roof but haven't done anything about it yet. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.6: 

Sustainable Water Extraction 
This standard requires that any water extraction is measured, approved, and sustainable. 

Step 1: If water is extracted on your operation, use the Guidance Notes to describe how it is managed in the text 
box below. Include how much water is used, the source of extraction, whether approval has been granted, and 
whether the extraction is sustainable. You should also outline any actions being taken to reduce water use over 
time. 

 
No water extraction on site. Targeted irrigation with metered mains supply only. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.7: 

Water Pollution Prevention and Recycling 
This standard requires that wastewater is not discharged into watercourses and that pollution is prevented 
through the proper management of chemicals, oils, and fuels. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how wastewater and other potential pollutants are managed on your 
operation. Outline the steps you take to prevent contamination of watercourses and how chemicals, oils, and fuels 
are stored and handled safely. You should also note any measures in place to reuse or recycle water. 

NOTE: For cropping operations, describe how pesticide timing and application are reviewed as part of your 
Integrated Crop Management (ICM) Plan (see Section 4: Grassland and Cropping). 

 
Any wastewater from spray equipment is collected in an underground storage tank and removed off site for safe 
disposal. Volumes have dropped significantly in recent years. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 3.8: 

Watercourse Habitat Protection 
This standard requires that watercourses and their habitats are protected from damage and that farm 
activities do not cause erosion, pollution, or degradation of banks and water quality. New or altered 
watercourse crossings require prior approval from AGW. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how you manage and protect watercourses on your operation. Outline 
how you prevent erosion and fouling, maintain healthy banks and habitats, and manage any natural blockages or 
changes in water flow. 

 
There are no watercourses running through the site. 
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Section 4: Air and Climate 
“Farming activities can result in air pollution, including the release of greenhouse gases like 
methane and nitrous oxide from livestock, fertilisers, and crop burning, ammonia emissions 
from manure, as well as particulate matter and carbon dioxide from soil tillage and machinery 
use.” 

This section of the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards explores how you manage air pollution 
risks and mitigate any impacts. 
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 4.1: 

Air Quality and Pollution Risk 
This standard requires that risks to air and climate are identified, assessed, and managed. Once risks are 
identified, actions to reduce or remove them must be put in place. 
Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes provided in the standard, record any medium or high risks to air quality and 
climate in the Identifying Risk to Air Quality and Climate table below. (Add rows as needed.) 

NOTE: It is possible that no risks are identified. This will be reviewed in your audit. 
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Step 1: Identifying Risk to Air Quality and Climate 

Risk / Source Field Reference 
Risk Level  
High/Med 

Objective 
How will the 
objective be 

met? 

How will you 
measure 

progress? 
Timescale 

Diesel generator to 
power LED frost lights 

Lower vineyards Med To reduce reliance 
on diesel 

Connect LED 
lighting to mains 
supply 

Annual fuel log January 2027 

Crop spraying with too 
high pressure or in 
windy conditions, 
leading to drift 

Across vineyards Med To reduce risk as 
far as possible 

Regular sprayer 
check.  
Training for staff 
(and monitoring) 
Consider low-
drift nozzles 

Monitoring of 
spray 
applications 

Ongoing 
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Step 2: Next, complete the Summary of Assessment Results table below by adding results for the specific risk and 
year, as appropriate. 

Please note: You must complete the Summary of Assessment Results table if risks have been identified. 

Please attach any supporting evidence, such as monitoring results, photographs, or machinery service logs. You 
can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files (paste the file name in the table and 
remember to attach the file). 

Step 2: Summary of Assessment Results 

  

Risk/Source 
Monitoring 

Assessment 
Results – Year 1  
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 2 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 3 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 4 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 5 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 6 
Year: XXXX 

Diesel fumes Diesel generator 
used on 4 
occasions. Mains 
connection 
planned for 
January 2027. 

     

Spray drift No spray drift 
incidents recorded. 
Low-drift nozzles 
under review. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 4.2: 

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Monitoring 
This standard suggests that greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions should be monitored and managed to support 
reductions over time. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how you monitor GHG emissions on your operation—ideally using a 
reputable carbon calculator—and how you intend to use the data to reduce emissions in the text box below. If you 
do not use a calculator, describe how fossil fuel may be reduced, along with other activities such as burning. 

If you use a carbon calculator and intend to attach a copy of the annual report, for example, please include details 
of the software/service used and write the file name in the text box below. 

 
We have used the Farm Carbon Calculator app to monitor our greenhouse gas emissions for the past three years. 
We update it once a year using our fuel, electricity and input records. It shows where most of our emissions are 
coming from and means we can track changes over time. 
Based on our results so far, we estimate our total GHG emissions have reduced by roughly 10-12% over this period. 
We use the output to focus on practical changes like cutting tractor use where we can and keeping energy use 
down at the winery.  
We have attached the latest annual Calculator report as a separate file.  
See file: Old Hills Winery Farm Carbon Calculator Report 2025.doc 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 4.3: 

Burning Activities 
This standard requires that burning is restricted to crop trash, untreated wood, or other plant material, and 
only carried out in exceptional circumstances. Any burning must be managed responsibly and follow local 
regulations. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe any burning carried out on your operation in the text box below. Explain 
why it is necessary, how it is managed to reduce risks, and how surrounding habitats and soils are protected. If no 
burning is carried out, record this here. 

 
No burning takes place on site. Any unwanted damaged or diseased vines are removed and chipped. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 4.4: 

Machinery 
This standard requires that operators record total annual fuel use (diesel, petrol, gas) and identify 
opportunities to reduce consumption over time. 

Step 1: Record your total annual fuel use (including contractor estimates where applicable) in the table below. 
Note any actions or opportunities to reduce fuel use—including your criteria for selecting new equipment—in the 
text box below. 

 

 
We are planning to cut the total litres of diesel we use over the next 5 years. The main way we will do this is by 
reducing tractor passes in the vineyard wherever we can. We plan to replace our main vineyard tractor with a 
newer, more fuel-efficient model when we can afford it. We are also planning to connect our LED frost lights to the 
mains, which will significantly reduce our diesel use. We will look at electric strimmers when we need to replace the 
petrol models. 

  

Fuel Type 
Year 1  
Year: XXXX 

Year 2 
Year: XXXX 

Year 3 
Year: XXXX 

Year 4 
Year: XXXX 

Year 5 
Year: XXXX 

Year 6 
Year: XXXX 

PETROL 140 litres      
DIESEL 4,240 litres      
GAS (LPG)       
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 4.5: 

Manure and Slurry Management for Air Quality 
This standard requires that manure and slurry are managed to minimise risks to air quality, such as ammonia 
release, greenhouse gas emissions, and unpleasant odours. Storage and application practices should protect 
both air quality and the wider environment. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe how you store and manage manure and slurry on your operation. 
Include details on storage management (including structures/covers), timing and method of application, and any 
other practices you use to reduce emissions to air. If manure or slurry is not used on your farm, state this here. 

 
None stored or used on site. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 4.6: 

Renewable Energy and Energy Management 
This standard requires your Regenerative Plan to include a short- to medium-term energy strategy. 
Integrating renewable energy—such as solar, wind, or bioenergy—into farm operations can reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, lower energy costs, and increase resilience. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe your short- to medium-term energy strategy in the text box below. 
(Alternatively, please attach the strategy as a separate document and list the file name below.) Explain how 
energy is currently used and managed, the steps you are taking to reduce consumption and improve efficiency, 
and any opportunities to transition to renewable sources. Your strategy should be proportionate to the scale of 
your operation and may include both current practices and future plans. 

 
We installed a 50 kW solar PV system on the winery four years ago. It covers the winery’s electricity needs and we 
export a significant amount back to the National Grid. We are currently building a new visitor centre and tasting 
room. This will be fitted with a ground-source heat pump. We will explain our sustainable energy approach to 
visitors. We also run a fully electric company van, which we have owned for the past two years. 
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Section 5: Biodiversity 
“Biodiversity is central to regenerative farming. Farms are part of a wider ecosystem, and 
protecting and enhancing biodiversity supports soil health, water quality, pollination, natural 
pest control, and wider ecological resilience.” 

This section of the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards explores how you currently manage 
biodiversity on your operation—and identifies opportunities for improvement. 
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.1: 

Biodiversity risks and mitigation 
This standard requires you to identify risks to biodiversity on your operation, assess how they can be reduced 
or eliminated, and put actions in place to mitigate them. 
Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes provided in the standard, record any medium or high risks to biodiversity in the 
Identifying Risk to Biodiversity table below. (Add rows as needed.) 

NOTE: It is possible that no risks are identified. This will be reviewed in your audit. 
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Step 1: Identifying Risk to Biodiversity 

Risk / Source Field Reference 
Risk Level  
High/Med 

Objective 
How will the 
objective be 

met? 

How will you 
measure 

progress? 
Timescale 

Damage to ground birds 
and mammals when 
topping cover crops 

Across vineyard Med To reduce potential 
deaths/injury 

We top slowly 
and noisily!  
We avoid ground 
activity during 
nesting periods 

Observations Ongoing 

Spraying crops Across vineyards Med To minimise risk to 
insects, birds and 
mammals 

Targeted 
applications only. 
Minimising 
sulphur and 
copper use year 
on year 

Spray records 
and annual 
review 

Ongoing 
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Step 2: Next, complete the Summary of Assessment Results table below by adding results for the specific risk and 
year, as appropriate. 

Please note: You must complete the Summary of Assessment Results table if risks have been identified. 

Please attach any supporting evidence, such as habitat surveys, monitoring logs, or photographs. You can provide 
hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach 
the file in your submission). 

Step 2: Summary of Assessment Results 

Risk/Source 
Monitoring 

Assessment 
Results – Year 1  
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 2 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 3 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 4 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 5 
Year: XXXX 

Assessment 
Results – Year 6 
Year: XXXX 

Damage to 
wildlife 

No observations of 
impact during  
mowing 

     

Spraying crops-
fungicides 

Sulphur use was 
highly targeted to risk 
periods. Copper 
application timed to 
observed disease 
pressure and rainfall 
events only 

     

Spraying crops-
herbicide 

Spot weeding with 
glyphosate as a last 
resort to target 
problem weeds in 
late season  
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.2: 

Measuring Wildlife 
This standard requires that operators list at least one species and numbers identified on the operation each 
year. Operators must also develop a plan to increase biodiversity over time by supporting target species and 
improving habitat conditions. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the text box below how you aim to increase biodiversity over time. 

 
For the past two years we have been keeping an eye on bird species in the vineyard using the Merlin Bird ID app. 
We do one check day every two months from early April to end of September, so usually six days in total. On those 
days we listen during the dawn chorus and log what the app picks up. We also add any obvious sightings from 
staff working in the vines. We keep it all in a simple spreadsheet so we have a baseline. The aim over the next 5 
years is to see more species on site by making the vineyard a better habitat. Main things we are doing are keeping 
the sward diverse, leaving the buffer strip uncut, and avoiding bare ground where we can.  
We have attached bird count data for 2025 as a spreadsheet. See file: Old Hills Winery Bird Count 2025.xls 
We have also installed nest boxes for barn owl, bats and house martin on winery buildings, as well as kestrel boxes 
in the main vineyard. 
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Step 2: Next, record species and numbers identified on your operation in the Species table below. Surveys should 
be carried out annually, ideally at the same time of year and under similar conditions, to ensure consistency. 

Please attach any supporting evidence, such as independent surveys carried out on the land. You can provide 
hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach 
the file with your submission). 

Step 2: Species 

  

Species 
Identified 

Number Observed Location 
Date/Weather 
Conditions 

Notes (e.g. habitat features, unusual sightings) 

See attached 
spreadsheet  
Old Hills 
Winery Bird 
Count 2025.xls 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard5.3: 

Habitat and Species Identification and Management 
This standard requires that existing and potential habitats are identified using maps, along with how these 
areas are or may be managed. 

NOTE: You may decide that no improvements can currently be made, but this will be checked at your audit. 

Step 1: Existing habitats and their management 
Using the Guidance Notes, describe and map all existing areas on your operation that provide habitat for wildlife. 
Maps must include a clear key and show these areas as existing habitat. 

Step 1a: Using the box below, write the name of the map and, for each existing habitat area on the map, provide  
its approximate size, the typical plant and animal species present, and details of how it is currently managed. 

 
We have lots of uncultivated ground across the vineyard, plus pockets of trees and some well-grown hedgerows. 
All of these areas are marked on the site map. (See the earlier hyperlink.)  
We have two wildflower zones (2.5 acres total) maintained as part of our Countryside Stewardship scheme and 
about 3 acres of headlands, topping once a year at the end of the season. We try to leave the last topping of cover 
crops until after seed set. We planted about 300 metres of new hedge around eight years ago using holly, 
hawthorn and field maple whips. Tree species on site include birch, beech and sycamore. Some were here when 
we bought the place and some have been planted over the last 10 years. These areas give food and shelter for 
wildlife and pest predators. We have also noticed a lot more insects across the site as the inter-row vegetation 
has got more diverse. Hedges are usually trimmed once every three years.  
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We have also planted a hedge of Pyracantha along the eastern boundary as a trial. We have been advised it will 
act as a dead end host for certain vine pests as they are attracted to it but cannot complete their life cycle there. 
It also provides good overwintering habitat for beneficial insects and predatory birds. If it works we will plant more. 
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Step 2: Potential habitats and their management 
Next, using the Guidance Notes, identify and map potential areas on your operation that could be developed  
or improved as wildlife habitat. Maps must include a clear key and show these areas as proposed. 

Step 2a: Using the box below, write the name of the map and, for each potential habitat area on the map, provide 
its approximate size and details of how it will be managed to benefit biodiversity. 

 
We do not plan to change how we manage the non-cropping areas on site at the moment. We are thinking about 
planting a new 70 metre long hedgerow along the northern boundary, as shown on the map. If we go ahead, it will 
likely be within the next two years. It should also help take the edge off northerly winds and reduce storm damage 
risk to the vines. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.4: 

Pollinator Protection 
This standard covers how pollinators are protected. It combines measures such as minimising or eliminating 
chemical use, increasing habitat area and diversity within habitats, and encouraging diversity in cropping 
systems. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you protect pollinators on your operation. This 
may include reducing or eliminating chemical use, timing farm operations to avoid peak pollinator activity, 
increasing habitat area and diversity, or introducing diverse flowering and forage crops. 

 
We do not think pollinators are at significant risk here because we do not use insecticides in the vineyard.  
We have planted over 300 metres of hedges over the last three years to provide habitat for insect predators. We 
leave headlands largely untouched and wait to move cover crops until seed set. Also the pyracantha hedge on 
the eastern boundary has two functions here. It draws certain pests away from the vines and provides habitat for 
beneficial insects and birds through the season. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.5: 

Protecting Existing Habitats 
This standard requires you to detail how existing habitats are protected. This includes woodlands, wetlands, 
and species-rich grasslands. Primary and old-growth forests must never be cleared, and wetlands must not  
be drained. Any proposed improvements to high-value habitats must be approved by AGW. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how existing habitats in your operation are protected. 
If you also carry out any management activities (such as restoration or thinning), include details here. 

 
We have lots of uncropped grass margins and corners around the vineyard. We mow or strim these only when we 
need to, later in the season. But we try to let wild areas grow tall and set seed. For trees on site, we keep 
intervention to a minimum. We only prune if we need to for access or for health and safety. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.6: 

Conservation Designations 
This standard requires you to identify any areas of land on your operation that are formally designated for 
conservation. This may include Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), nature reserves, ancient woodlands, 
wildlife corridors, or other protected or priority habitats. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below any conservation designations on your operation and 
any requirements therein. Please list any supporting evidence, such as designation letters, stewardship 
agreements, or management plans. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files 
(paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

 
Apart from the wildflower zones and headlands under Countryside Stewardship, there are no formal conservation 
designations on the vineyard site. We are less than a mile from a local nature reserve managed by the Wildlife 
Trust. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.7: 

Invasive Species Management 
This standard requires you to detail how (where relevant) you control and remove invasive species where they 
are present and pose a threat to biodiversity. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, provide details in the box below of any invasive species on your operation and 
how they are monitored, controlled, or removed. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as field notes, maps, 
monitoring logs, or records of control actions. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image 
files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

NOTE: You may not have any invasive species on your operation. If this is the case, please mention that here. 

 
The only invasive species we deal with on site is common bindweed. It turns up now and then around the base of 
vines. When we find it we dig it out by hand. We try to get as much root out as we can, as any bits left behind will 
just grow back. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.8: 

Predator Control for Livestock 
This standard requires you to describe how predation is prevented, including management practices and, 
where relevant, the use of guardian animals. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, provide details in the box below of how you protect livestock from predators. This 
may include fencing, secure housing, deterrents, or the use of guardian animals. If guardian animals are used, 
describe how their suitability and welfare are ensured. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as maps, 
records of guardian animals, or photographs of fencing and housing. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into 
the table) or PDF/image files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your 
submission). 

NOTE: Predation may not be an issue on your operation. If this is the case, please mention that here. 

 
No predator control required for livestock.  
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.9: 

Live Trapping and Last Resort Measures 
This standard requires you to detail how predator control will be managed if exclusion or prevention methods 
fail. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below what measures you will take if exclusion or prevention 
methods are unsuccessful. This should include any use of live trapping or other last resort practices, and how 
these will be managed responsibly. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as records, permissions, or 
correspondence with advisory bodies. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files 
(paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

NOTE: You may not use live trapping or last resort measures on your land. If this is the case, please mention  
that here. 

 
No predator control carried out in vineyard. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.10: 

Vermin Control 
This standard requires you to describe how vermin are prevented, monitored, and controlled to protect 
livestock, crops, and stored products. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how vermin are prevented, monitored, and controlled 
on your operation. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as monitoring logs, bait station records, or 
correspondence with pest control services. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image 
files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

 
Main pest issues for us are rabbits. They can do a lot of damage to young vines when they are getting established. 
To protect new plantings we use plastic tree guards around the vines. We do get the odd deer coming through, 
but so far we have not seen any damage from them. Birds can cause losses when the grapes are ripening. 
Towards the end of the season and around harvest we may put up a hawk kite and use buzz wires. That generally 
keeps losses low. Wasps can also be an issue in some summers when numbers are higher than normal and they 
can damage fruit. We keep an eye on this as the crop ripens and put out wasp traps on the vineyard edge and 
near problem areas. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.11: 

Traditional Land Rights, Knowledge and Genetic Resources 
This standard requires you to describe how traditional land rights, knowledge, and genetic resources are 
respected and protected. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how traditional land rights, knowledge, and genetic 
resources are respected and protected on your operation. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as 
agreements, records of consultation, or relevant correspondence. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the 
table) or PDF/image files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

NOTE: Traditional land rights, knowledge, and genetic resources may not be relevant to your country and/or 
operation. If this is the case, please mention that here. 

 
Not applicable at this UK location. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.12-5.15: 

Wild Harvesting  
These standards require that any wild harvesting is carried out sustainably, without damaging biodiversity, 
soil, or water resources. 

If wild harvesting is not relevant to your operation, please indicate this below and move on to the next section. 

☒    Wild harvesting is carried out on my operation → Complete Sections 5.12–5.15 

☐    Wild harvesting is NOT carried out on my operation → Skip Sections 5.12–5.15 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.12: 

Wild Harvesting Plan and Access Rights 
This standard requires you to have a plan that ensures wild plant populations are sustained, and natural 
habitats are protected. You must also demonstrate that you have a clearly defined and recognised right to 
access and manage the resource.  

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you plan and manage wild harvesting to protect 
plant populations and habitats. Include details of your right to access and manage the resource (legal or 
customary). Please attach any supporting evidence, such as access agreements, permits, maps of harvesting 
areas, or documentation of customary rights. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image 
files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

 
None carried out. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.13: 

Species Identification and Sustainable Harvesting 
This standard requires you to identify the wild species being harvested and explain how harvesting is managed 
to ensure populations are sustained and not overexploited.  

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below which wild species are harvested on your operation 
and how you ensure harvesting remains sustainable. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as species lists, 
survey results, or harvest records. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files (paste 
the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

 
Not applicable 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.14: 

Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species and Habitats 
This standard requires you to identify any rare, threatened, or endangered species and habitats in areas where 
wild harvesting takes place and describe how these are protected.  

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you identify and protect rare, threatened, or 
endangered species and habitats within wild harvesting areas. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as 
species lists, survey results, or habitat maps. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image 
files (paste the file name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

 
Not applicable 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 5.15: 

Ecosystem Protection During Wild Harvesting 
This standard requires you to describe how wild harvesting is managed to protect ecosystems. Harvesting 
must not damage soil, water, habitats, or non-target species.  

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you protect soil, water, habitats, and non-target 
species during wild harvesting. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as maps, monitoring records, or 
harvesting protocols. You can provide hyperlinks (paste links into the table) or PDF/image files (paste the file 
name in the table and remember to attach the file with your submission). 

 
Not applicable 
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Section 6: Cropping and Grassland 
“Cropping and grassland management are central to regenerative farming. They provide food 
and forage while influencing soil, water, biodiversity, and overall farm resilience.” 

This section of the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards explores how you manage cropping 
and grassland in your operation—and identifies opportunities for improvement. 
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.1: 

Cropping Rotation 
This standard requires your Regenerative Plan to include a crop rotation that breaks pest, disease, and weed 
cycles, reduces reliance on synthetic inputs, and supports long-term soil health. Rotations should also 
promote organic matter build-up, improve soil structure, and enhance microbial diversity. 
Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below your crop rotation and how it supports soil health and 
natural fertility. 

NOTE: If crop rotation is not relevant to your operation (e.g. permanent pasture only), please mention that here. 
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Not applicable. See below. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.2: 

Perennial Cropping 
This standard requires you to describe how the areas between perennial crops are managed. This may include 
planted cover, natural regeneration, or permanent grass, and whether management changes from year to 
year. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below what is grown between your perennial crops. State 
whether this is planted, natural regeneration, or permanent grass, and note if it changes each year. 

NOTE: If perennial crops are not relevant to your operation, please mention that here. 

 
Vines are perennial crops. Between the rows we have permanent grassland, with some alleyways planted with 
specific vineyard seed mixes where weeds have become an issue. The vineyard margins are also permanently 
grassed. Most of this is natural regeneration rather than something we've put in — we haven't ploughed or 
reseeded since the vineyard was established. 
Over the past ten years the grassed areas have become a lot more diverse. We're now seeing plenty of white 
clover and forbs like plantain coming through, and wildflowers such as cowslips are coming back each year. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.3: 

Building Soil Fertility 
This standard requires you to describe how your practices enhance biological activity, increase organic 
matter, and support natural recycling. Over time, these practices must also reduce dependence on external 
inputs. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how your farming practices build soil fertility. Include 
how you enhance biological activity, increase soil organic matter, and support natural recycling, while reducing 
dependence on external inputs over time. 

 
We build fertility mainly by keeping the ground covered and returning plant material to the soil. We cut and mulch 
the inter-row vegetation and leave it where it falls to break down. We have plenty of white clover in the sward 
which fixes nitrogen naturally. We are seeing more signs of soil life than we used to. Worm numbers are up and we 
can see the difference when we dig. The aim is to keep building this so we can rely less on bought-in inputs over 
time. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.4: 

Bought-In Fertility Inputs 
This standard requires you to provide a justification for any fertility inputs brought into the operation. You do 
not need to list specific products here, as that information is covered under Standard 6.14 (Integrated Crop 
Management (ICM). 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below why fertility inputs are brought in and how their use is 
justified within your system. 

 
We buy in 70-90 tonnes of PAS 100 green waste compost each year from a local supplier. We spread it across the 
vineyard at 5t/ha and use it as a mulch around the base of vines. The compost isn't especially high in nutrients 
and we're not using it as a fertiliser. It's more about feeding the soil life and holding moisture. Soil fertility is 
generally pretty good but we want to keep improving it and reduce what we're buying in over time. 
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Pleas refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.5: 

Weed Control 
This standard requires you to describe how weeds are controlled in your rotation and within perennial crops 
without relying on agrochemicals. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below the methods you use to control weeds in your 
cropping rotation and perennial systems. 

 
Although we are now focusing on cultural controls, we may still occasionally use glyphosate for spot weeding at 
the vine base where challenging weeds pose a real risk to the vines. This is done on an as-needed basis. Our main 
method later in the season is a Clemens under-vine plough, which does a light cultivation around the base of the 
vines to knock back weeds, reduce competition, and keep the area under the canopy manageable. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.6: 

Use of Livestock on Certified Regenerative Land 
This standard requires you to describe how livestock are used on Certified Regenerative land to support soil 
health, fertility, and overall farm resilience. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how livestock are integrated into your farming system. 
Include details of grazing, manuring, or other practices that help maintain or improve soil health and fertility.  

NOTE: If you do not use livestock on your operation, please mention that here. 

 
Over the last couple of years we have brought in a small number of sheep to graze in the vineyard over winter. 
They are ewe lambs from a neighbouring sheep farmer. He grazes them in blocks using electric fencing and 
moves them every two days or so. This keeps enough grass in front of them and helps reduce the risk of them 
nibbling vines. Water is provided from a mobile trough and bowser, which he moves around with a quad bike. We 
usually have no more than about 30 sheep on site, mainly from December to February. They do not get any 
supplementary feed while they are in the vineyard. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.7: 

Grassland, Forage Conservation, and Fertility 
This standard requires you to describe how fertility is maintained when grasslands are harvested for hay or 
silage. Your Regenerative Plan must show how nutrients removed during harvest are replaced to support long-
term soil health and productivity. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you ensure fertility is maintained when harvesting 
grassland for hay or silage. 

NOTE: If you do not harvest grassland for forage, please mention that here. 

 
No forage conservation takes place. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.8: 

Natural Grasslands 
This standard requires you to describe how natural grasslands on your operation are managed to protect 
biodiversity, soil health, and long-term productivity. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you manage natural grasslands. Include details 
of grazing, cutting, or conservation practices, and how these protect biodiversity and soil health.  

NOTE: If you do not have natural grasslands on your operation, please mention that here. 

 
We mostly leave the vineyard margins alone apart from mowing once a year. They are essentially natural 
grassland, with a bit of scrub creeping in from the hedgerows in places. Between the vine rows it's the same, with 
mostly native grasses, and we don't sow cover crops. We top these areas more regularly, but they still provide 
good habitat because the sward is mixed and there are plants flowering throughout the season. Where conditions 
allow, we try to let it grow a bit taller before topping. 
Over time we are slowly introducing specific seed mixes into alleyways where weeds are becoming an issue. These 
are tailored to provide good ground cover, include deep-rooting plants, and support pollinators. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.9: 

Establishing Pasture or Temporary Grasslands 
This standard requires you to describe how pasture or temporary grasslands are established in ways that 
protect soil, biodiversity, and long-term productivity. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you establish pasture or temporary grasslands. 
Include details of methods used (e.g. reseeding, overseeding, natural regeneration) and how these practices 
protect soil health and biodiversity. Please attach any supporting evidence, such as field records or establishment 
plans.  

NOTE: If you do not establish pasture or temporary grasslands on your operation, please mention that here. 

 
No temporary grasslands or pasture establishment on site. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.10: 

Use of Trees Within Cropping Areas (Silvopasture) 
This standard requires you to describe how trees, shrubs, and hedgerows within or adjacent to cropping areas 
are maintained and managed to maximise their impact on biodiversity. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you manage trees, shrubs, and hedgerows within 
or alongside cropping areas. Include how these practices support biodiversity, soil health, and overall farm 
resilience. 

NOTE: If you do not have trees, shrubs, or hedgerows within or adjacent to cropping areas, please mention that 
here. 

 
We have trees around the vineyard, mainly as treelines along the site boundaries. Most are established deciduous 
trees that were here before the vineyard went in. We have also planted a few over the last fifteen years, including 
birch and beech. We keep management light. We only trim branches when we need to, mainly for access or 
health and safety. Otherwise we leave the trees to do their job for wildlife, shelter and resilience around the 
vineyard. We do not have any veteran trees on site. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.11: 

Agrochemicals: Safe Handling and Application 
This standard requires you to describe how agrochemicals are safely handled and applied, ensuring worker 
safety, compliance with legal requirements, and protection of soil, water, and non-target species. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, complete the checklist below and provide brief details where requested. 

 

If you do NOT use or store agrochemicals in your operation, please indicate below and move on to section 6.14: 

☐ Yes, we do NOT use or store agrochemicals in our operation. 

 
YES NO  
☒ ☐ Key workers are trained and qualified to apply agrochemicals. 

Please provide brief details: 

All chemicals are stored within a secure shipping container, adjacent to the winery. This facility is locked at all 
times. Only one part-time, self-employed member of staff carries out input applications. All training is provided by 
ourselves and the individual has respective qualifications for using the various pieces of tractor mounted 
machinery/equipment. 
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YES NO  
☒ ☐ Agrochemical application follows label instructions, legal requirements, and safety protocols. 

Please provide brief details: 

All relevant regulations are adhered to when handling and applying any agrochemicals. 
 

 
YES NO  
☒ ☐ Appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) is used and maintained. 

Please provide brief details: 

We supply and maintain all required PPE as the site owners. This includes disposable overalls, long rubber gloves, a 
respirator, and steel toe-capped rubber boots. 
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YES NO  
☒ ☐ Risks to non-target species, water, and soil are minimised. 

Please provide brief details: 

The sprays we use are considered low risk to non-target species, but we try to minimise any potential impact on 
soil, water and wildlife as much as possible. We only spray as a last resort and where there is a genuine risk to the 
vines. We don't spray in windy conditions to reduce drift, and we keep well away from buffer strips and non-
cropped areas. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.12: 

Agrochemicals: Storage, Transport, and Recordkeeping 
This standard requires you to describe how agrochemicals are stored, transported, and recorded to ensure 
safety, security, and full traceability. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, complete the checklist below and provide brief details where requested.  

 
YES NO  
☒ ☐ Agrochemicals are clearly identified and stored securely. 

Please provide brief details: 

A secure, locked shipping container is used as the dedicated chemical store. We stocktake every month to 
oversee product use and availability. 
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YES NO  
☒ ☐ Measures are in place to prevent leaks, spills, and access by unauthorised persons. 

Please provide brief details: 

Sufficient facilities and training is provided for all personnel working within the vineyard site. The storage container 
is kept locked at all times. All spray mixing and preparation and cleaning down is done in a dedicated area that 
drains into an underground wastewater tank. 
 

 
YES NO  
☒ ☐ Agrochemicals are kept separate from fuels, fertilisers, and feed. 

Please provide brief details: 

Dedicated store kept separate from all other materials. 
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YES NO  
☒ ☐ Documentation of all purchases and product applications is maintained over time 

Please provide brief details: 

Full traceability in place through invoices and field use records to account for product use. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.13: 

Environmental Protection During Agrochemical Use 
This standard requires you to describe how buffer zones are established and maintained to protect 
watercourses, non-cropped areas, and sensitive habitats from agrochemical use. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you establish and maintain buffer zones when 
using agrochemicals and how these protect watercourses, non-cropped areas, and sensitive habitats. 

NOTE: If agrochemicals are not used in your operation, please mention that here. 

 
We already have buffer zones in place. We maintain them with occasional mowing and do not do much else to 
them. At the moment we do not have plans to put in any new buffer zones. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.14: 

Integrated Crop Management (ICM) 
This standard requires you to submit an Integrated Crop Management (ICM) plan. The plan should explain how 
cropping practices are planned and managed to reduce external inputs and protect the environment. 

Step 1: On page 90, use the Agrochemical Inputs table to list each agrochemical input used in your operation 
(including seed treatments), providing detail on:  

• Preventative practices used (e.g. non-chemical controls). 
• Threshold levels and justification for intervention. 
• Opportunities for reduction of agrochemical use. 

Step 2: On page 91, use the Fertiliser Inputs table to detail fertiliser products used, including justification for use 
and opportunities for reduction. 

Step 3: On page 92, use the text box to describe any Other Inputs used (e.g. microbial inoculants, biological 
inputs/biostimulants, compost teas) and soil amendments (e.g. biochar, lime, gypsum, mineral dusts). For each 
input, list the ingredients and briefly explain its purpose/intended benefits.  

If you are not currently using agrochemical, fertiliser, or biological inputs or soil amendments, please mention that 
on page 92. 

If you have any questions, please contact us for help. 
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Agrochemical Inputs 

Crop 
Product 

Name 
Active 

Ingredient 
Type 

Specific 
Target 

App. Rate 
(average) 

Frequency Location Used 
Preventative 

Practices 

Thresholds/ 
Justification for 

use 

Opportunities 
for Reduction 

Cover crop Slug pellets Iron 
phosphate 

Molluscicide  Slugs 6 kg/ha X2 in a 
problematic 
year 

Where needed Encouraaging 
birds and other 
pest predators 
like toads and 
beetles 

When we see 
significant 
numbers and/or 
damage to newly 
sown cover crop 

We will continue to 
develop habitants 
to encourage pest 
predators 

Grape vines Roundup 
ProActive 360 

Glyphosate Herbicide Broad leaf 
weeds and 
grasses 

5 litres/hectare  
 

Applied as a 
spot spray only 
with a hand 
held sprayer.  

Around base of 
vines only 

Cultural 
controls, 
mowing, seed 
mixes with good 
ground cover, 
light cultivations 
during 
establishment of 
new mixes, 
Hand-pulling 
and cutting 

Used only for 
excessive weed 
competition on an 
as and when basis. 
Avoids repeated 
mechanical 
passes, limits soil 
disturbance and 
compaction 

We have used 
glyphosate for 
terminating inter-
row cover crops 
but we now cut the 
old crop low and 
plant a new crop 
directly into it. 
Closer 
observations. Cut 
before going to 
seed. 

Grape vines Kumulus Sulphur Fungicide Powdery 
mildew 

5 kg/ha X 6-8 Risk areas Improving 
airflow around 
fruit zone, 
removing 
infected material 
promptly 

Weather 
conditions and 
keen observations 

Improve early 
canopy work, 
target applications 
to key risk areas, 
early removal of 
infected material  

Grape vines Copper Nordox Copper oxide Fungicide Downy 
mildew 

300 g/ha 
copper 
metallic 
equivalent 

X 3-5, applied 
post-rainfall 

Whole vineyard Canopy 
management to 
improve airflow 
and reduce leaf 
wetness; 
monitoring of 
weather 
forecasts and 
infection 
pressure models 

Applied following 
disease pressure 
forecasting; 
withheld in dry 
conditions 

Improving canopy 
architecture to 
reduce humidity. 
Working toward 
lower-dose 
applications as 
vine health 
improves 
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Grape vines Amistar Azoxystrobin Fungicide Powdery 
mildew 

0.8 litre/ha Only when 
sulphur and 
copper have 
been applied 
and there are 
visible signs of 
disease 
causing a 
severe risk to 
the vines.  

Typically whole 
vineyard but we 
would check 
rows most at 
risk. 

Thinning of 
leaves to 
improve airflow. 
Use of sulphur 
and copper 

Where disease 
presence poses a 
severe risk to 
vines. Typically if 
conditions are 
conducive to 
spread. 

We are practicing  
further thinning the 
vines to improve 
airflow and are 
going to purchase 
a newer weather 
station with 
improved accuracy 
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Fertiliser Inputs 

Crop 
Product 

Name 
Chemical 

Element(s) 
Type 

Restricted or 
Prohibited 

(See Annex A) 

App. Rate 
(kg/ha  
lbs/ac) 

Frequency Location Used 
Thresholds/ 

Justification for use 
Opportunities for 

Reduction 

Grapes YaraLiva 
CALCINIT 

Calcium nitrate Granular Restricted 300kg/ha Once a year 
before bud 
break where 
soil tests show 
deficiencies 

All plots where 
calcium 
deficiency is 
identified 

Our acidic soils can prevent 
calcium uptake. Calcium 
deficiency can cause grape 
discoloration and splitting 
pre-harvest. CALCINIT is used 
where Ca soil levels are 
deficient. 

Trialling lime applications to 
reduce soil acidity over 
time, but without affecting 
grape acidity.  
Trialling foliar Ca at early 
berry fill rather than blanket 
applications. 

Grapes Haifa MKP Phosphorus 
and potassium 
(52% P₂O₅, 
34% K₂O) 

Granular Restricted 50 kg/ha Once a year, 
post-harvest, 
where soil 
tests indicate 
deficiency 

Plots where soil 
analysis shows 
low P and/or K 
levels 

Annual soil testing identifies 
localised P and K 
deficiencies. Low K affects 
berry quality and winter 
hardiness; low P limits root 
development and mycorrhizal 
activity 

Expanding compost 
applications to build soil P 
and K naturally over time. 
Trialling green manure cover 
crops with deep-rooting 
species to cycle nutrients. 
Targeting applications to 
deficit plots only rather than 
blanket applications 
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Other Inputs 

We use a PAS 100 green waste compost. This is a compost that meets the industry standard demonstrating the 
waste has been composted correctly and is classed as an input and no longer a waste product. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 6.15: 

Crop Storage 
This standard requires you to describe how storage areas are kept well maintained and suitable for storing 
harvested crops, supporting regenerative goals by reducing waste and avoiding unnecessary inputs. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how your harvested crop storage areas are managed. 
Include how they are maintained, cleaned, and kept suitable for storing crops. 

 
Harvested grapes go straight to the winery for processing, normally during October. We use stainless steel hoppers 
before juicing. Everything is cleaned down and disinfected between batches. 
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7 Social Responsibility
 

Section 7: Social Responsibility 
“Regenerative agriculture must also support the people who live and work on the land. This 
includes fair pay, safe and healthy working conditions, and respect for human rights and local 
communities.” 

This section of the Certified Regenerative by AGW standards sets out requirements for fair 
treatment of workers and respect for surrounding communities. 

Some of the requirements may also be covered by national legislation. If this is the case, please 
reference the relevant legislation in the boxes provided where you feel it is appropriate. 
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.1: 

Fair Pay 
This standard requires you to show that workers are paid at least the minimum wage and that you are working 
towards paying a living wage that reflects the local economy and cost of living. 
Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you ensure all workers are paid at least the legal 
minimum wage, and how you are working towards a living wage. Include how wage rates are set, reviewed, and 
documented, as well as any additional social, medical, or in-kind benefits included in total compensation. 
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During harvest we bring in a team of up to 12 local people to help pick grapes. All grapes are hand-picked. The 
team usually works up to 8 hours a day for around two weeks, depending on the harvest window. All temporary 
workers are paid a flat rate of £15 per hour. This is above the UK National Living Wage.  
We have one full-time vineyard worker on a salary of £32,000 per year to reflect their experience. They are 
responsible for all tractor work and spraying duties. In line with basic legal requirements, we provide a 
contributions-based workplace pension. We contribute 3% of qualifying earnings and our employee contributes 
5%, giving a total minimum contribution of 8%. 
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7 Social Responsibility
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.2: 

Contract Labor 
This standard requires operators to ensure that all contract labourers working on the certified operation are 
employed in compliance with legal requirements. Any company supplying contract labour must hold the 
appropriate licenses and comply with all relevant regulatory requirements. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the text box below how you ensure that contract labour on your farm 
complies with legal requirements. This may include checking that labour providers are licensed and that contracts 
meet wage and working condition regulations. 

 
We employ one full-time person who works in the vineyard. We bring in extra people at harvest to help with grape 
picking. They are all self-employed local workers. Most of them come back every year so we know them well. 
Before harvest starts we confirm with each person that they are registered as self-employed and responsible for 
their own tax and National Insurance. We keep a record of who worked, when, and what they were paid 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.3: 

Freedom of Association and Collective Bargaining 
This standard requires you to ensure that workers have the right to freely associate, organise, and bargain 
collectively. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you ensure workers can freely associate, 
organise, and bargain collectively, and how these rights are communicated and respected in practice. 

 
All workers know they can organise or negotiate collectively if they want to. We would never stand in the way of 
that. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.4: 

Grievance Process 
This standard requires you to provide employees and workers with a way to raise work-related concerns or 
grievances without fear of retaliation or negative consequences. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below the process for workers to raise grievances. Include 
how the process is communicated to workers, how concerns are handled, and how you ensure there are no 
negative consequences for using it. 

 
Most of our workers come back every year and they are generally very happy. Anyone working here can come to 
us directly with any concerns and we tell staff our door is always open. We have a formal grievance procedure if 
needed. We encourage anyone working in the vineyard to come to us with any issues or speak to their line 
manager in confidence.  
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.5: 

No Forced or Coerced Labor 
This standard requires you to ensure that no form of forced, bonded, or involuntary labour is used on your 
operation. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you ensure that no workers are subject to forced 
or coerced labour. Include any checks, policies, or procedures you use to prevent this. 

 
We do not use any forced or coerced labour. All work is voluntary and anyone can leave a shift if they need to. 
Overtime is always optional and agreed in advance. We pay extra for overtime. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.6: 

Child Labor 
This standard requires you to ensure that no child labour is used. Where young people are employed in 
permitted roles, the work must not interfere with their education, health, or wellbeing. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you ensure no child labour is used on your 
operation. If young people are employed, explain how their work is appropriate, safe, and does not interfere with 
education, health, or wellbeing. 

 
No person under the age of 18 is allowed to carry out any tasks on site.  
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.7: 

Non-Discrimination and Equal Treatment 
This standard requires you to ensure that workers are not discriminated against based on race, age, gender, 
sexual orientation, disability, or other personal characteristics. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you meet this standard. Include how you 
communicate your non-discrimination policy to workers and how you ensure recruitment, pay, and promotion 
decisions are applied fairly and consistently. You may also wish to describe how workers can raise concerns 
confidentially without fear of retaliation. 

 
We aim to be an equal opportunities employer and treat everyone the same regardless of background. All staff 
have an annual review. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.8: 

Fair Disciplinary Procedures 
This standard requires you to apply disciplinary measures fairly, consistently, and with clear documentation. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you meet this standard. Include how disciplinary 
rules are communicated to workers, how measures are applied consistently, and how records are kept, ensuring 
fairness and transparency. 

 
We keep written records of any disciplinary issues, although we have not had any to date. We try to keep things 
fair and straightforward and the staff know that. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.9: 

Health and Safety 
This standard requires you to have emergency procedures and equipment in place, maintained, and clearly 
communicated to all workers. You must also carry out a risk assessment of hazards to worker and visitor safety 
at least once a year. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you meet this standard. Include details of your 
emergency procedures, the equipment provided and maintained, how these are communicated to workers, and 
how risk assessments are carried out and recorded each year. 

 
We provide health and safety training to vineyard workers each year. We also carry out risk assessments for 
vineyard and winery operations annually. Only our full-time trained staff can use machinery, chemicals, sprays, 
and so on. 
Emergency procedure boards are displayed in the staff kitchen and the machinery store. We have full employers’ 
liability and public liability insurance in place, which covers everyone working on site. 
Any accidents and injuries are recorded in our accident book.  
Main risks are from sun burn, minor injuries from grape cutters, and vehicle/machinery operations. Initial training 
highlights these and other risks, as well as what to do in the event of an injury and the location of first aid. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.10: 

Personal Protection and Risk Mitigation 
This standard requires you to provide appropriate, functioning personal protective equipment (PPE) for all 
tasks, including protection from thermal (heat) stress, and ensure it is immediately available for use. You must 
also have measures in place to protect workers from environment-related stress, including hot weather, 
extreme cold, or high-risk environments. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you meet this standard. Include the types of PPE 
provided, how it is maintained and made available, and the measures you use to protect workers from 
environment-related stress (e.g. shade, rest breaks, heating, or other protections in high-risk areas). 

 
Our full-time worker is provided with suitable PPE for the task they are doing. PPE is kept on site and is available 
whenever it is needed. We check it regularly and replace anything that is worn or no longer fit for purpose. PPE we 
use includes disposable overalls, long rubber gloves, a respirator, heavy-duty pruning gloves, steel toe-capped 
boots and wellington boots. 
To reduce environment-related risk, we plan work around conditions. In hot weather we take regular breaks, make 
sure drinking water is available, and avoid working in the hottest part of the day where we can. We insist on hats 
and sun cream in sunny weather. In colder or wet conditions we make sure workers have suitable waterproofs and 
warm layers, and we take breaks indoors, when needed. We have spare waterproof jackets if staff forget to bring 
them. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.11: 

Access to Drinking Water 
This standard requires you to provide free access to potable drinking water for all workers during work hours. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you meet this standard. Include details of where 
drinking water is available, how its quality is ensured, and how access is maintained for all workers. 

 
All members of staff have access to clean drinking water from staff kitchen. During periods of hot weather in the 
summer, vineyard workers are encouraged to take extra drinking water with them out on site. We insist on hats 
and sun cream in hot weather. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.12: 

Restroom and Hygiene Facilities 
This standard requires you to provide workers with easy access to appropriate, clean restrooms and personal 
hygiene facilities. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you provide workers with access to clean, 
appropriate toilet and hygiene facilities. Include details of location, maintenance, and how facilities are kept 
available to all workers. 

 
We provide a dedicated ‘Portaloo’ facility which is kept in good condition and is available to all staff members 
throughout the year. We sometimes relocate this facility out in the vineyard to be near where vine work is carried 
out. We also have a fixed toilet and shower facility in the winery, which all members of staff have access to. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.13: 

Worker Housing 
This standard requires that if housing is provided as a condition of employment, it must be adequate, clean, 
safe, and offered at a reasonable cost. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how worker housing is provided and maintained. 
Include details of safety, cleanliness, adequacy, and cost. 

NOTE: If worker housing is not provided on your operation, please indicate below and go to the next section. 

 
We do not provide worker housing on site. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.14: 

Terms of Employment 
This standard requires you to provide each worker with the terms of their employment in clear, simple 
language they understand. You must also record working hours and ensure that rest periods and time off  
are respected. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you meet this standard. Include how you provide 
written terms of employment in clear language, how working hours are recorded, and how you ensure that rest 
periods and time off are respected. 

 
Our full-time vineyard worker is paid a salary and is employed on a contract. We keep an employee handbook on 
file and she has a hard copy. It sets out the main terms of employment and day to day policies. The normal 
working week is Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5 pm. Weekends are only worked when needed, for example when 
weather windows make it necessary. Time off in lieu is given where weekend work happens. Annual leave is 30 
days per year. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.15: 

Working Hours and Rest Periods 
This standard requires that overtime must be voluntary, and workers must be offered at least one rest day in 
every seven. Weekly working hours may only exceed 48 if the worker agrees and can withdraw consent at short 
notice without fear of discrimination or retaliation. During seasonal or peak production, weekly working hours 
may reach a maximum of 72, unless this poses risks to health and safety, in which case hours must be reduced. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you manage working hours and rest periods. 
Include how you ensure overtime is voluntary, how you provide rest days, how you monitor hours worked, and how 
you prevent risks to worker health and safety from fatigue. 

 
Our full-time worker and temporary harvest workers are offered suitable breaks throughout the working day. 
Weekly hours rarely exceed 48 hours, apart from the harvesting period. All overtime during this period is optional 
and paid extra. During grape harvests, we have a team of up to 12 local individuals who assist with the grape 
picking. Temporary workers work up to 8 hours each day for around two weeks during the harvest window. All 
temporary local workers are paid at a flat rate of £15 per hour, which is above the UK National Living Wage. 
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Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.16: 

Respect for Communities 
This standard requires that your operation’s activities must not negatively impact local communities. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below how you ensure that your farming activities do not 
negatively impact surrounding communities. Include any steps you take to engage with local people, address 
concerns, and build positive relationships. 

 
During the growing season we run a weekly vineyard tour most Saturdays with an average of 20 visitors. We hold 
an annual open day in June every year where up to 100 visitors come to look around the vineyard and ask 
questions and buy a bottle or two. We also have regular visits from Plumpton College students and our local 
secondary school. We are currently developing a small visitors centre to better accommodate visitors. 
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7 Social Responsibility
 

Please refer to Certified Regenerative standard 7.17: 

Recycling Programme 
This standard requires you to have a recycling programme and a plan to reduce waste for both operational 
activities and domestic residencies. 

Step 1: Using the Guidance Notes, describe in the box below your recycling programme and waste reduction plan. 
Include details of how waste is separated, collected, recycled, and how you minimise waste across both farm 
operations and domestic areas. 

 
We use a local waste contractor for all our waste disposal and recycling, including cardboard, plastic packaging, 
glass and metal. General waste bins are collected weekly and recycling every six weeks. We keep annual waste 
records on file. Last year we produced about 7-8 tonnes of general waste and recycled roughly 8-9 tonnes of 
cardboard and plastic. Glass recycling was significantly higher than this due to bottle volumes from the winery. 
We are currently moving to a lightweight bottle supplier which should bring this down. We are aiming to reduce 
overall waste by around 10% by end of 2027. 
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